36 2                      SECRET COURT MEMOIRS

and provident policy, which but too loudly affirms how
requisite a great army will long be to the Prussian States,
will point out the real value of these children.

Men ought to be happy in your kingdom, SIRE; grant
them liberty to leave their country, when not legally
detained by individual obligations. Grant this freedom
by a formal edict. This, SIRE, is another of the eternal
laws of equity, which the situation of the times demands
should be put in execution; which will do you infinite good,
and which will not rob you of one enjoyment; for your
people can nowhere seek a better condition than that
which it depends on you to afford them; and could they
be happy elsewhere they would not be detained by your
prohibitions. Leave such laws to those Powers that
have been desirous to render provinces prisons, forget-
ting that this was but to make them hateful. The most
tyrannical laws respecting emigration have only impelled
the people to emigrate, against the very wish of Nature,
and perhaps the most powerful of all wishes, which
attaches man to his native soil. How does the Lap-
lander cherish the desolate climate under which he is
born! And would the inhabitant of a kingdom enlight-
ened by milder suns pronounce his own banishment, did
not a tyrannical administration render the benefits of
Nature useless or abhorred? Far from dispersing men,
a law of enfranchisement would but detain them in
what they would then call their GOOD COUNTRY; and
which they would prefer to lands the most fertile; for
man will submit to everything that Providence imposes;
he only murmurs at injustice from man, to which, if he
does submit, it is with a rebellious heart. Man is not a
tree rooted to the earth in which he grows; therefore
pertains not to the soil. He is neither field, meadow,
nor brute; therefore cannot be bought and sold. He has
an interior conviction of these simple truths; nor can lie
be persuaded that his chiefs have any right to attach
him to the glebe. All powers in vain unite to inculcate
a doctrine so infamous. The time when the sovereign
of the earth might conjure him in the name of God, if
such a time ever existed, is past; the language of jus-
tice and reason is the only one to which he will at pres-nt when you have moste
